


Westbourne Academy

Welcome, 

I hope that this brochure will give 
you a clear picture of everything 
that Westbourne Academy can 
offer through its courses, welfare 
arrangements, sports and social 
programmes all provided within 
our supportive family 
atmosphere.

Over 30 years of experience as a 
teacher, Director of Studies or 
Principal in England and 
overseas, has taught me to 
appreciate the problems 
encountered by a student when 
taking a course in a foreign 
country.  

Westbourne Academy uses this 
experience and assures you that 
every effort is made to enable you 
to have a successful and enjoyable 
experience during your course in 
Bournemouth.
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Ideally
Located
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Westbourne Academy of English

 Is  situated  in  an  enviable  position,  just  
one kilometre from the sandy beaches 
of Bournemouth yet only 500 metres 
from the varied and interesting 
shopping centre of Westbourne.  In this 
suburb you will find banks, a post 
office, international restaurants, classic 
English pubs and a variety of retail 
outlets to satisfy every taste. 

 Bournemouth  town  centre  is  1.5  
kilometres to the east and Poole 3 
kilometres to the west.  These towns 
are world famous as international 
resorts and sailing centres and yet a 
serious attitude to study prevails with 
the Bournemouth University and 
Bournemouth and Poole College of 
further education catering for over 
30,000 English students.  
 
Bournemouth has been the host town 
for students of English as a Foreign 
Language for more than 50 years and 
has therefore developed an 
infrastructure of good family 
accommodation, quality language 
schools and first class recreational and 
cultural facilities.  
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Arrival

A student can arrange with the 
Academy to be met at the airport on 
arrival and brought to their host family 
by taxi or mini-bus.  Alternatively, 
there is good public transport from all 
airports to Bournemouth.  Your host 
family will greet you and familiarise 
you with your immediate 
environment; they will show you how 
to get to the Academy.  On your first 
day at school you will have a welcome 
introduction then a test to enable us to 
assess your level as accurately as 
possible.  This is followed by a talk, 
which will help you make the most of 
your stay and to enjoy fully the warm 
family atmosphere of the Westbourne 
Academy.

Teaching

Our qualified and experienced core 
teaching staff will give you as much 
personal attention as possible.  They 
are aware of all the learning 
possibilities there are outside the 
classroom as well as within it.  They 
are involved in Language counselling 
and social and sport activities, 
therefore quickly creating a relaxed 
and reliable relationship with all their 
students.  



Student Resources

All necessary books will be issued on 
your first day at school, the course 
books will be on free loan and the 
work books for retention. There are 
also other resources to support your 
studies at the Academy.  There is a 
listening centre, where all oral and 
aural skills can be practised on a self-
access basis, a DVD player and T.V. 
area for study and entertainment.
The Academy also has a reading 
centre where students can borrow 
reading books to help their studies. 
Teachers use a range of audio/visual 
facilities during their classroom 
teaching.  

Facilities

Westbourne Academy has a first class 
cafeteria where good food is provided 
during the day.  The high quality 
kitchen enables the occasional dinner 
evening to be held on special 
occasions for the students.  There is a 
student lounge with patio areas 
leading on to an attractive garden.  
A recreation room with table tennis 
is also part of the complex.  
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Course Programme

The Westbourne Academy provides 
total immersion English Language 
courses to satisfy all students' 
requirements, whether this is for 
leisure, academic or professional 
needs.  With various political barriers 
coming down all over the world, more 
and more countries are interacting in 
the commercial community and 
English is the medium by which they 
interact.  Set out below is a list of 
courses regularly provided; a more 
detailed explanation is given on 
individual sheets enclosed with this 
prospectus.  

 English Plus

      This 28 lesson programme covers the
     four main language skills: reading,

     writing, listening and speaking, plus
      the opportunity to take modules in

    General English, examinations and
  Conversational English.

        It is aimed at people who wish to
      improve their overall level of English

      and, as project work plays an
       important role in the course, it assists

     in the preparation for professional
     life. Students are monitored

     regularly through tests and interviews
      and there are many opportunities for

 extra

self study sessions.   
Duration: 4-48 weeks.  
Minimum age: 16   

 Extra Intensive English 

    

This 40-lesson programme is

       

designed for those who wish to study

      

on a short course of intensive

      

classroom learning of the four skills

       

of the language. Owing to its

     

intensive nature this programme is

      

not available for beginners or very

 

advanced students.

   

Duration: 2-4 weeks

   

Minimum age: 16

 

Examination Programmes        

Specific programmes are run on an
      

8-24 week period for the Cambridge
   

First Certificate, Cambridge
  

Advanced and Cambridge 
   

 

Proficiency examinations. Other
  

 

examinations can be taken, including  
       

IELTS, as part of a General English
     

Programme. Please check the
     

enclosed examination page to see
        

how long you must attend a course in
       

order to take a particular examination.
      

An excellent success rate is achieved
      

by careful selection of the required
  

    

examination at the beginning of the
programme, constant counselling by    

 

staff on how best to achieve student    



       
goals and the provision of    
appropriate practice both in      
technique and content of the various     
examinations. Advice on TOEFL       
and IELTS can be given to those       
students who intend to go on to     
institutes of higher education or
university.

  

 General English

     This 20 lesson programme contains
      the core language content of the

      English Plus Course. It is most
      suitable for those students who are

allowed to work part time while 
studying the language. The four     
lessons each day are held either in       
the morning or afternoon so     
employment can be taken up without      
interfering with studies.  

Homework       
Homework is an essential part of all    
programmes providing an important      
element in the monitoring of a   
student's progress.     
Leaving certificates, stating level of     
achievement, are given to students    
who attend their courses regularly.

   
Easter & Summer Programmes    
These courses provide opportunities     
to develop fluency. Oral/aural     
aspects of the language are    
emphasised. Grammatical and      
structural work build on the student's      
own knowledge to aid ease of  
communication.     
Cultural, sports and leisure activities     
are available so that students    
following these programmes can     
combine study with vacation actives.    

Duration: Easter 2-4 weeks
               

Summer 2-10weeks.
  

Minimum age: 16

Courses

Westbourne Academy

Duration: 8-24 weeks.
Minimum age: 16

Duration: 8-48 weeks.
Minimum age: 16

       
(15 if accompanied by an adult and     
course is less than 28 days).



Executive Programmes

These programmes, on a one-to-one 
or two-to-one basis, are available on 
request.  They are aimed at the 
professional business person who 
wishes to have specialised English in 
order to increase their 
communicative ability.  
Most subjects can be covered.  
Please apply to your agent or to 
the Academy for full details.  
Duration: 2-4 weeks.

Closed Group Programmes

The principal of Westbourne 
Academy has many years' 
experience in arranging and 
providing specialist programmes for 
closed groups.  These include 
Teacher Refresher Courses, English 
for Engineering, English for further 
Education Teachers, English for 
sport.  Please apply to the principal 
for further information.  

Extra Curricular Activities

T heA cademy  prides  itself  on  being  
able to offer a full and varied 
programme.  A relaxed student social 
life is important for the mind to be 
able to absorb and retain what is 

studied in the classroom.  Sports such 
as soccer, table tennis, volleyball, and 
horse riding are organised by the staff.  
Public tennis courts, tenpin bowling, 
swimming, championship (and  
beginners) golf and squash are all 
easily accessible and near the school.  
As Bournemouth is a seaside town the 
popular sports of windsurfing, surfing 

 are easily available.  and sailing 

Guided full day excursions are run  to 
such places as London, Bath/

Stonehenge, Oxford , Salisbury/ 
Winchester, Stratford upon Avon and
Cambridge. An excursion of one- 
week duration to Scotland is offered 
in spring and autumn.

We also arrange many evening 
activities such as disco parties, old 
English pub tours in the countryside, 
bowling  evenings, theatre visits, 
international party evenings and 
other similar events.
   

Extra 
Curricular
Activities

Westbourne Academy

The costs of sports, excursions and 
social activities are not included
in the school fees.
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& Welfare
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Accommodation & Welfare  

Host families are selected for their 
friendliness as well as their experience 
in taking care of foreign visitors.  After 
the initial inspection by our 
Accommodation Officer they are  
regularly reinspected by the school.
  
The well being of all our students is a 
prime consideration of the Westbourne 
Academy.  To this end, there is a full 
time welfare officer available to give 
advice and help on matters concerning 
the students� stay in England.



Conditions of
Enrolment
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Conditions of Enrolment

Enrolment procedure

1. Direct to the Academy

i) Complete and return the enrolment 
form to the Academy with the non-
refundable enrolment fee or full fees, 
and two passport photographs.  

ii) The Academy will confirm 
acceptance by letter and enclose an 
invoice with payment instructions.  
Or, if fees have already been paid, 
enclose a receipt, an acceptance letter, 
accommodation details and student 
identity card.  
iii) School and accommodation fees 
should be paid at least 4 weeks prior 
to commencement of the course.  If 
enrolment is made less than 4 weeks 
prior to commencement total fees are 
payable with booking.  
iv) Details of our bank account are to 
be found on the enrolment form.

2. Through an Agency

Complete and return the enrolment 
form to the Agency with any 
requested deposit and follow their 
instructions.  The Westbourne 

Academy recommends this system of 
enrolment if you have an agent in 
your country. This enables you to pay 
in your currency, obtain a full 
explanation in your own language and 
receive advice on all forms of travel 
to and from England.  
A contract is made only when a 
student�s enrolment has been 
confirmed and a receipt for fees has 
been issued by the Academy.  

Conditions of Enrolment

1. Cancellation of course 

Cancellation can be made by 
registered post only and is subject to 
the following indemnity;
-more than 21 days before course 
commencement, two weeks' school 
and accommodation fees
-less than 21 days before course 
commencement, no refund of school 
fees unless special emergencies 
prevail. 

    2. Withdrawal from a course

        No fees are refundable in the case of
      late arrival, leaving early or being

      asked to leave the Academy because
of misconduct such as non-attendance 

or unacceptable behaviour. The 
Principal may exercise discretion 
under special circumstances. 

3. Accommodation 

This is normally arranged from the 
Saturday prior to course 
commencement to the Saturday after 
course termination. Cancellation or 
change must be notified to the 
Academy at least one week in 
advance. In the absence of the 
required notice one week's additional 
accommodation fee is payable.

4. The Academy or its staff will not 
be liable for any loss, damage, 
injury or illness to person or 
property. Students should take out 
their own personal insurance.

5. There will be a holiday on the 
Friday of each end of term for the 
Main and Examination Courses. 
No fees are refundable.

6. The Academy is closed on all 
English Public Holidays and no fees 
are refundable. 

7. Students are accepted on the      
understanding that English will be     
spoken at all times. Failure to do this        
may lead to the student being asked to        
leave the Academy.   



Further & 
Higher
Education

Computer / Internet  

Full internet facilities are available at the school 
on a student desktop computer and through 
Wi-Fi access for personal laptops. Further 
facilities are available at the local Public Library, 
which is located a few minutes from the school.

Use of computers in our computer room is 
available to all Westbourne Academy students. 
This facility offers students the chance to use CD 
ROMs and other materials, which will enable 
them to practise listening, reading, and writing. 
Students can also use the programmes available 
on the computers for homework, project work, 
writing applications and Curriculum Vitae. 

  

University and College   
Advice Service 

Bournemouth has two universities, one being a
      specialistArts University, and a further
      education college. More than 30,000 English

        students attend them. This makes the town an
        ideal place for students wishing to continue their

      studies on to degree or similar levels.

      WestbourneAcademy has formal links with
       these Universities and Colleges and provides a

       free service, which assists students through the
   entire application process.

  This Service includes:

         Giving advice on the different types of
     universities and colleges .

       Counselling the student on the appropriate
      course relevant to the student's needs.
 
       Advice on which English Examinations are
      necessary to enter universities or colleges.
 
      Guidance with completing the application
    form and interview preparation.

   Arranging interviews.



Westbourne Academy
31 Alumhurst Road, Westbourne,
Bournemouth BH4 8EN

Tel: 01202 75 27 77
Fax: 01202 75 27 78

E-mail: info@westbourneacademy.com
Website: www.westbourneacademy.com
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